
141

ACTA ZOOLOGICA BULGARICA

Acta zool. bulg., 62 (2), 2010: 141-160

Introduction
Balkan Peninsula is a high biodiversity hotspot and 
has been investigated by several arachnologists 
(DELTSHEV 1979; THALER et al. 2000; BOSMANS et al. 
2009).

Greece forms a junction between the Central 
European, Mediterranean and Pontic biogeographi-
cal region, which results in a high biodiversity that 
is still very little known. Information about the spi-
der fauna of Greece, especially of the northern parts 
Epiros, Thessalia, Macedonia and Thracia, remains 
very poor.

BOSMANS & CHATZAKI (2005) compiled a cata-
logue which summarized all the papers dealing with 
the Greek spiderfauna. Since the publication of this 
work, several authors have made contributions, re-
visions and catalogues dealing with specifi c spider 

families, genera or inventories of different regions of 
Greece. GASPARO (2005) described a new Leptonetela, 
CHATZAKI & ARNEDO (2006) revised Harpacteinae 
from Crete and described a new Stalagtia, LOGUNOV 
(2006) added a poorly known Xysticus species from 
the East Mediterranean. DELTSHEV et al. (2006) de-
scribed a Zelotes which appeared to be rather com-
mon in Balkan Peninsula. MUSTER (2007, 2009) re-
vised several Philodromus species groups and added 
4 Philodromus species. BUCHHOLZ (2007) made a 
large faunistic survey of Nestos Delta (NE Greece) 
and found 60 species to be new to Greece. BOSSELAERS 
(2009) described Arabelia, a new genus belonging 
to Corinnidae and KNOFLACH et al. (2009) found 3 
Theridiidae species which showed to be new to 
Greece. VAN HELSDINGEN (2009 a, b) described a new 

The Arachnofauna (Araneae) of Wetland Kerkini 
(Macedonia-Northern Central Greece)

Johan Van Keer1, Koen Van Keer2, Herman De Koninck3 and Gordon Ramel4

1 Bormstraat 204 bus 3, B-1880 Kapelle-op-den-Bos, Belgium; E-mail: johan.van.keer1@telenet.be
2 Oude Beurs 60, B-2000 Antwerpen, Belgium
3 Smalvoortstraat 47/2, B-2300 Turnhout, Belgium
4 Information Centre of Wetland Kerkini, Kerkini, Kato Paroia 620 55, Serres, Greece

Abstract: This paper presents a faunistic study of the spiders of Wetland Kerkini, a Greek National Park situated in 
Northern Central Greece, in the Serres Prefecture (province of Macedonia). Altogether 379 species be-
longing to 35 families were collected. 73 species and 1 family (Mysmenidae) are new records to the Greek 
fauna, 170 species are recorded for the fi rst time in Macedonia. The most interesting faunistic records 
are Mysmenella jobi (KRAUS,1967); Lepthyphantes christodeltshev VAN HELSDINGEN, 2009; Walckenaeria 
extraterrestris BOSMANS, 1993; Zodarion blagoevi BOSMANS, 2009; Cryptodrassus hungaricus (BALOGH, 
1935); Haplodrassus bohemicus MILLER and BUCHAR, 1977; Zelotes eugenei KOVBLYUK, 2009; Dipoena 
galilaea LEVY and AMITAI, 1982 and Ozyptila danubiana WEISS, 1998. Haplodrassus isaevi PONOMAREV 
and TSVETKOV, 2006 is new to Europe.
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