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Abstract:  A total of 195 species from 26 families have been found in 9 localities from Lyulin Mountain (West 
Bulgariа). Three species (Tapinocyba silvestris GEORGESCU, 1973, Walckenaeria kochi (O. P.-CAMBRIDGE, 
1872) and Agroeca lusatica (L. KOCH, 1875) are new to Bulgarian fauna. The spiders are classifi ed into 
17 zoogeographical categories, combined in 5 chorological complexes. The composition of the Lyulin 
Mountain spider fauna shows a Palearctic and European character. Endemics and Mediterranean species 
emphasize the local character of this fauna, but their low percentage (6.15%) suggests an important pro-
cess of colonization.
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Introduction
The species composition of Lyulin Mountain is not 
well known. Data on spiders in it could be found only 
in the work of DRENSKY (1936). 

The aim of this study is to present an analy-
sis of the diversity of the spider fauna in Lyulin 
Mountain. The present work comprises faunistic 
list of the spiders established with a zoogeographi-
cal characteristic. This contribution was conducted 
by intensive research during two years (June 2000 
– June 2002).

Study Area and Material
Lyulin Mountain is situated in the central part of West 
Bulgaria (Fig. 1). It borders the Vitosha Mountain to the 
southeast, and the Viskyar Mountain to the northwest. 
To the northeast, the Mountain’s slopes end at the Sofi a 
valley, and to the southwest it is limited by the Pernik 
valley. The highest peak Dupevitsa (1256 m a.s.l.) is 
situated on the east part of the Mountain. The Mountain 
is about 20 km long along its northwest-southeast axe, 

and 5-6 km wide (NIKOLOV, JORDANOVA 2002).
Lyulin Mountain is included in Lyulinski fl o-

ristic region (BONDEV 2002),  and the  forests are 
formed mainly by Fagus sylvatica L. with small 
patches from Quercus delechampii TEN, and mixed 
formations of Quercus delechampii TEN, with 
Carpinus betulus L.. Small areas are occupied by 
xerothermic woods of Quercus frainetto Ten, and 
secondary vegetation with domination of Carpinus 
orientalis Mill. The grass formations are composed 
mainly of Pteridium aquilinum (L.), Festuca fal-
lax (Thuill.), F. dalmatica (Hack.), Nardus stricta 
L.  Small areas are timbered with Betula pendula 
Roth., Abies alba Mill., Pinus sylvestris L., etc.

Fifty four pitfall traps (with mouth diameter 
8.5 cm) with 4% formalin and small amount deter-
gent were placed in a line, about 10 m apart from 
each other, at each study point. The traps were set 
on 9 points (6 pitfall traps at each point) on three 
isohypses – 890-, 1010- and 1130 m a.s.l., and the 
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