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New Records of Dalmatian Algyroides (Algyroides
nigropunctatus, DUMERIL and BIBRON, 1839)
(Lacertidae) in Montenegro with Comment on its
Conservation Status
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Abstract: Dalmatian Algyroides (Algyroides nigropunctatus, DUMERIL and BIBRON, 1839) is a
Balkan subendemic lacertid lizard with strong dependence on the Mediterranean climatic
conditions. Its distribution area is restricted to the coastal zone and the islands of the
Eastern Adriatic and in the Western part of Ionian Sea. Relatively few data of Dalmatian
Algyroides were known for the territory of Serbia and Montenegro. This species was found
relatively deep inlands in the valleys, canyons and gorges of the Eastern Adriatic tributaries
in Montenegro, as well as in Metohia (Serbia). In this paper, we present more precise
insight into the distributional pattern of this species in Montenegro. Conservation status of
this species in Serbia and Montenegro is also proposed.
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The distributions of amphibian and reptile species on the Balkan Peninsula have very
diverse patterns, due to the complex position of mountain ranges and river flows. The
mosaic distribution of vegetation communities in the area, connected or not with the
hospitable climatic corridors provides conditions for somewhat unexpected occurrence
of many members of Mediterranean herpetofauna deeply in the continent.
Dalmatian Algyroides (Algyroides nigropunctatus, DUMERIL and BIBRON, 1839) is a
Balkan subendemic lacertid lizard with strong dependence on the Mediterranean climatic conditions. Its distribution area is restricted to the coastal zone and the islands of
the Eastern Adriatic and in the Western part of Ionian Sea (ARNOLD 2002,
CHONDROPOULOS 1983, 1997). This species was also found relatively deep inlands in the
valleys, canyons and gorges of the Eastern Adriatic tributaries (reviewed in DUKIÆ
1970, DUKIÆ and PASULJEVIÆ 1979).
Relatively few data on Dalmatian Algyroides were known for the territory of
Serbia and Montenegro. Among them, four are situated in the Mediterranean part of
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Fig. 1. New localities (solid circles) of Dalmatian Algyroides (Algyroides nigropunctatus) in Montenegro
(CM 09, CM 47, CM 69, CN 63, CN 53/63) National UTM grid 10 x 10 km Reference). Published
records (open circles).

Montenegro - restricted on the slopes of the Orjen Mountain (BOLKAY 1924), Crmnica
and some islands in the region of Skadar Lake (DUKIÆ 1970, DUKIÆ and PASULJEVIÆ
1979, Crnobrnja-Isailoviæ and DUKIÆ 1995, BEJAKOVIÆ et al. 1996). Dalmatian Algyroides
is also discovered in Metohia in Southwestern Serbia (DUKIÆ 1970, DUKIÆ and PASULJEVIÆ
1979). The new records presented here give more precise insight into the distributional
pattern of this species in Montenegro.
Lutica Peninsula in the Boka Kotorska Bay, with the highest elevation of 585 m
a. s. l., was assigned as a new founding place of Dalmatian Algyroides (Fig. 1, record 1),
after tourists caught one male in September 1987 in the surroundings of Kraici village
(UTM 10 x 10 km CM 09).
Except old records concerning the western slopes of the Orjen Mountain (BOLKAY
1924), other published data of A. nigropunctatus occurrence in Montenegro point on
restricted area near the western bank of Lake Skadar - Crmnica (Virpazar, Brèela, see
in: DUKIÆ and PASULJEVIÆ 1979) and some of the islands situated along the foothills of
the Rumija Mountain (BEJAKOVIÆ et al. 1996).
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